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To isolate Austria it was practically only necessary to
secure the neutrality of two powers, England and Prussia.
Dumouriez paid little heed to the attitude of Catherine of
Eussia. She was too far off to be able to exert any direct
influence upon a war between France and Austria, and the
French diplomatist, after his experience of eastern European
politics, had little doubt but that the Prussian statesmen must
see as clearly as he did, that Catherine was only urging the
German powers to attack France, in order that she might
quietly absorb Poland without interference. Sweden again,
which had under Gustavus III. been the most violent of all
the nations of Europe against the Revolution, did not trouble
the calculations of Dumouriez, for the gallant young Swedish
king, who openly declared his intention to rescue Louis XVI.
and his queen, was assassinated by Captain Ankerstrom of the
Guards at a masquerade in Stockholm on March 29, and his
successor was a boy of thirteen. To Italy also he paid but
little attention ; Marie Caroline, Queen of Naples and sister
of Marie Antoinette, had failed to form an Italian league
against France, owing to the opposition of Venice/ and
Dumouriez expected to obtain the neutrality of the King of
Sardinia by promising him the Milanese after France had
conquered Austria in exchange for Savoy and Nice. The
small<^Mrtates of Germany were always afraid of a coalition
between Austria and Prussia, and though the war was
nominally to be waged on behalf of the rights of the princes
of $ne empire in Alsace, yet Dumouriez knew that these
ces would all gladly accept compensation in money, as
e of them, the Princes of Lowenstein, Wertheim, and Salm-
, had already done. The South German and Rhenish
princes were also warmly in favour of the Revolution for its
own sake, and had shown that they were so by their treat-
ment of the army of the emigres under Cond6, and they were
encouraged in their opinions by the influence of the illuminati,
who were all powerful among them, and who believed that
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